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Situation Report for Jamaica

14 September 2004

Information provided by the Ministry of Health EOC

Most health facilities have started to provide services to their clients; however, lack of power and water supplies as well as below average staff turnout have been the major problems. There have been no deaths reported since 12 September.

North East Regional Health Authority Services

1. Annotto Bay, St. Ann’s Bay, Port Antonio, and Port Maria Hospitals are all functional. The staff turn out at each site is partially adequate; however, the nurses’ quarters and residents have been damaged, hence approximately 20 nurses have been displaced.

2. All major health centers in the regions (Portland, St. Ann, and St. Mary) are in operation and staff is in place.

3. The operation theatre and X-ray department at Annotto Bay hospitals sustained structural damage and the facility is unable to provide respective services. At  Port Maria Hospital the X-ray department roof was partially blown off and the unit is now exposed to the elements and there is no service.

4. Services were also provided on partial basis from Port Maria Health Centre, and High Gate Health Centre due to structural damage to the roof and flooding.

South East Regional Health Department Services
1. All hospitals in the region; National Chest, KPH, VJH, Hope Institute and Bellevue, Spanish town, Linstead, Princess Margaret Hospitals are now functional with limited power and water supply. The KPH is presently conducting assessment of any structural damage. However, structural damage has been reported from Sir John Gloding and Bellevue Hospitals.

2. In Kingston and St. Andrew six health centers will be operational  as of 14 September. However, most health centers need powe supply and water to reopen and become functional.

3. Five health centers in St. Catherine, St. Jago Par, Greater Portmore, Linstead, Old Harbour, and Bog Walk have been operational from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. due to limited or no supply of water and electricity.

Southern Regional Health Authority Services
1. No successful contact has been made with the Southern Regional Health Authority officials who are located in the town of Mandeville

2. May Pen Hospital has been offering emergency services and inpatient care. All services will be restored as soon s the water and power supply are back. They have adequate medical supplies to provide service.
3. Some staff from Lionel Town and Chapelton have been redeployed to May Pen Hospitals since 13 patients have been transferred from the two facilities.

4. Lionel Town Hospital still provides minor emergency care and services.

5. Damage to Medical Records at the May Pen Health Center has been reported.

Western Regional Health Authority Services

1. All hospitals in the Regional Health Authority are now functioning. Savana-la-mar Hospital is without adequate use of its generator. There is adequate staff in all facilities.

2. Power supply has been restored at the Cornwall Regional Hospital.

3. Drugs and medical supplies are adequate and the hospital is now experiencing an increase in attendance at the Accident and Emergency Department, as well as the inpatient load. The Outpatient Clinic has not yet reopened.

4. The regional HA is undertaking structural assessment of most health centers. Two health centers, Lucca and Falmouth, have reported minor damages.

National Blood Transfusion Services

1. Staff have reported to work.

2. There is no blood processing. At the moment, there are 130 units of blood which may last for 48 hours of service.

3. The generator is now functioning.

4. The blood banks at UWHI, NCH, NBTS, Mandeville and St. Ann’s Bay hospitals are open.

National Public Health Laboratory

1. Personnel have reported to each department.’

2. The equipment has not been damaged.

3. There has been minor flooding in one floor.

4. Services are provided from Microbiology and Histopathology.

5. The departments of Chemistry and Hematology are calibrating their equipment.
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